
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tsunami event in the Sunda Strait triggered by the landslide of Mount Anak Krakatau left 

its own history for the people, especially those who live on the coast. They must swallow the 

bitterness of losing their homes, property and even loss of their loved ones. One of the affected 

areas is in the Kalianda area located in South Lampung Region. Tsunami events caused by 

eruption of Mount Anak Krakatau are a rare phenomenon for the people. People who live near 

the coast are affected by this natural disaster. As we walked on the road along the beach, we 

could see that several houses were destroyed, swept away by the severity of the tsunami. 

Many houses were damaged including plants and land eroded by sea water. Thousands of 

residents fled in several places not so far from their house. The government and local 

communities worked hand in hand to get the best service for the victims. We could see refugee 

tents, especially in designated fields for evacuation sites. Two weeks after the tsunami, the 

people did not have any difficulty in getting a clean water supply because the area lies on the 

slopes of the mountains where clean water was very abundant. 

 

The volunteer team from the Bandar Lampung diocese experienced a different situation in the 

service effort for the people affected by tsunami that might not be experienced by local 

community in other places. The majority of local residents who are Muslim are not familiar with 

or know about the existence of Christians, especially Catholics. This pattern of society may 

create obstacles in the service of the Diocesan volunteer team. Serving the brothers and sisters 

who have been hit by natural disasters is indeed not a matter of belief, but this seems to be a 

consideration for certain communities. This challenge is not easy to experience and it requires 

humility, patience and wisdom in planning and acting for this humanitarian and compassionate 

action.  

 

The team who provided psychosocial services and food every day since the disaster, expressed 

one form of the Church's commitment in responding to people's needs at that time.  In service, 
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volunteers struggled with the parishioners and local communities for the benefit of the affected 

community. With sincere effort, the difference was no longer a separator, but rather a means to 

proclaim the mercy of God who is the creator of all beings. Compassionate love eventually 

bridges the building of relationships that bring salvation and a sense of belonging to one 

another. 

 

By taking turns, the seven stations from one Parish worked hard every day to serve healthy 

morning meals for the refugees in two refugee camps. Togetherness in serving also fostered a 

sense of belonging where the people also build a Church community based on love and care. 

Their joy and generosity is a sign of God's presence in the Church universally.  Love can finally 

be felt and manifested not only with discourse or words but in real actions.  With the 

commitment of self-giving in service, the people and the community have built solidarity 

together, where compassionate love overcomes differences.   

 

Saint Paul said to the Colossians:  "And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 

together in perfect unity" (Col. 3:14). Thus as Church we hope to become a real presence of God 

in the midst of the world in all situations encountered. Hopefully this event not only leaves a 

bitter history but also tells the history of love where each of us is also called to manifest real 

love, through solidarity that reveals the face of Christ himself for all humanity. 

 

 

 

 
 


