A Glimpse of Good Shepherd Mission at Ballari
The Good Shepherd Sisters’ Mission is to promote the dignity and the Human Rights of every
person, in particular, women and children, energized by our evolving understanding of God’s
love. We work for the transformation of unjust systems and continue to make the ideal of our
Foundress a living reality in our Mission to form strong characters of high principles grounded in
truth.
Our hearts well-up with joy and gratitude to the Almighty for bringing us thus far and for the
inspiration to bring awareness, about the Vision of our Foundress St. Mary Euphrasia – “To
renew hope in all experiencing marginalization and oppression, particularly women and girls
fighting for justice and the defence of Human Rights”.
Historical Context
To begin with a very brief history of the Good Shepherd Mission at Ballari, St. Mary Euphrasia
missioned five sisters to India from France in 1854. They were based at Vellore, later when a
Cholera epidemic broke out during the 19th Century, they were sent to Ballari to take care of
the victims of cholera epidemic. Under these circumstances they decided to start their Mission
work---seeing their faithfulness, they were assigned to take care of the orphanage which
brought a major break through in the lives of those children. From the orphanage the Lord
moved them to establish a school – St. Philomena.
As years passed by the Sisters had a vision to educate only the girl child, with the thought that
St. Mary Euphrasia wanted to promote the dignity and Human Rights of every person, in
particular Women and Children.
Step by step the school St. Philomena grew and this was another milestone at Ballari. Later,
Loreto Kindergarten was also started in 1920 to educate children especially from less fortunate
circumstances.
On 18th January 1937 St. Mary’s Higher Primary School was opened with the same vision of our
Foundress St. Mary Euphrasia. It was realized that people are not only discriminated due to
their race but also some are discriminated due to their gender, the things women were born to
do, they are shamed, for the society has put a giant red target on their backs to shoot at. So
our work began to defend the girl child.
Then our services branched out to girls and women suffering destitution, who are helped
through sponsorship programmes to gain an education. Intervention Centers are set up to help
the rural girls and women.

International Day of the Girl Child
With this thought of gender discrimination, the three Good Shepherd schools at Ballari, using
the theme – “Girls are the World’s most valuable resource and its best hope for the future”
compiled a programme to celebrate International Day of the Girl Child, Children’s Day and
Orange Day to raise awareness.

Apart from their Rights, Moral Values are taught which are considered worthy to build the
character of an individual, contributing to the ongoing formation of the school, as a God
Centered Community, so that they become well balanced persons who are able to face
challenges in all walks of life.

“Gratitude is the memory of the heart” said St. Mary Euphrasia. When we truly love God
nothing seems difficult. So with Zeal and Devotion we will succeed in accomplishing the most
difficult task, fighting for justice, in doing well all that we do for the Glory of God.

