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I Am Generation Equality 2020 
Celebrating Equality 

The world has made unprecedented advances in all disciplines, but no country has achieved gender 

equality. Despite of the generation with improved technology in arts and sciences and improvised 

standard of living, the state of women all over the world remains under threat even today. It is 

studied that one in three women and girls worldwide experience physical or sexual violence in 

their lifetime, most frequently by an intimate partner. In India, the women are now enjoying 

freedom and rights such as freedom of expression and equality, as well as right to get education to 

certain level. Women are doing the same what a male can do. They enjoy various prestigious 

positions in all the fields; they are enjoying the `ladies first` facility in various fields. But still 

problems like sex selective abortions, discriminations in health, denial of higher education, lesser 

opportunities for economic independence, dowry, female infanticide, domestic violence are 

prevalent in the society. Several laws have been passed to demolish all these problems. But low-

level illiteracy and lack of awareness are the obstacles in the path of Indian women to stand against 

these follies. The main reasons for lower state of women in the society are the customs and 

traditions prevalent for centuries; the high percentage of non-literacy among women, ignorance of 

their rights, perpetuation of patriarchal society and discriminatory political and economic system. 

All these imply that there is a dearth need for working on equality and creating a climate for the 

women to enjoy the spirit of parity.   

Celebrating Year of Gender Equality 

One of the regular activities being organised throughout the world by the Sisters of the Good 

Shepherd is the observation of International Women’s Day which falls on 8th March. To make it 

convenient for the programme participants, the International Women’s Day was observed on 7th 

March 2020 in Amaravathi city (Andhra Pradesh State in India) for the 26th consecutive year to 

celebrate womanhood, their achievements and promote their rights.  

This year's theme for International Women's Day (8 March) is, “I am Generation Equality: 

Realizing Women's Rights”. The purpose of this campaign on Generation Equality is to bring 

together people of every caste, gender, age, ethnicity, race and religion, to drive actions that will 

create the gender-equal world we all deserve. 

This year the International women’s Day 2020 was observed at the Good Shepherd Campus, 

Amaravathi; more than 450 women, adolescent girls and Lay Partners in Mission actively 

participated. The programme was marked by thundering women rights speeches by Women 

Leaders, Social Activists, Police Officials, Religious Leaders, Songs on Gender Equality and 

Women Rights, Peace and honouring women achievers.  

International Women’s Day – Celebrating Womanhood    

Ms. Yasodha, Counsellor at CHILDLINE 1098 (Guntur) who was the Master of Ceremonies 

briefed the programme participants the history of International Women’s Day. In her opening 

speech, Yasodha said that the idea of an International Women's Day was inspired by America's 

National Women's Day which was observed on 28th February 1909, declared by the Socialist Party 

of America. The next year, the Socialist International met in Denmark and delegates approved the 

idea of an International Women's Day. Initially it was known as the International Working 

Women's Day which was celebrated with rallies in Denmark, Germany, Switzerland, and Austria. 
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Celebrations often included marches and other demonstrations. Not even a week after the first 

International Women's Day, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire killed 146 people, mostly young 

immigrant women, in New York City. That incident inspired many changes in industrial working 

conditions, and the memory of those who died has been often invoked as part of International 

Women's Days from that point on. Especially in the early years, International Women's Day was 

connected with working women's rights. After several developments, the United Nations 

celebrated International Women's Year in 1975, and in 1977, the United Nations officially got 

behind the annual honouring of women's rights known as International Women's Day, a day "to 

reflect on progress made, to call for change and to celebrate acts of courage and determination by 

ordinary women who have played an extraordinary role in the history of women's rights."  

Today, she said that around the world the day is observed to celebrate the accomplishments of 

women and also to create awareness on the problems and the issues faced by women. She said that 

the Sisters have been observing this International Women’s Day in all the places around the world 

wherever they have their presence. She also on behalf the participants expressed her gratitude for 

the mission of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd for women and children. 

 

Women are Equal to Men 

Mrs. Vasantha Kumari, Women Activist and Chief Guest of the programme, said that gone 

are the days where men alone were taking all the leadership positions. She said that women are 

now present in all the fields and have been proving that they are everywhere. There is no stone 

unturned by women, she claimed, be it in education, sports, politics, arts and all other fields. As 

she is wife of Mr. Shankar Rao, one of the Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA), she 

profoundly acknowledged that the present ruling party is striving to give 50 per cent reservation 

for all leadership positions in politics as wells in the administration. Hence, she said that women 

are now in higher positions but it is our duty that the women continue to play leadership role as 

the ruling government is very much in favour of them. In her concluding speech she said that she 

will continue to support women and girl children as much as possible through support of the 

government. 
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Education Ensures Healthier and Harmonious Society 

Sr. Aruna George, Community Leader of Good Shepherd Convent, Amaravathi said that she 

has been feeling good to see most of the girls going to schools. This is something wonderful she 

has been witnessing in South India. But she is little worried that not all girls passing their school 

education enter into the higher education. Hardly 5 per cent of the girls are entering into higher 

education. As for her it is the duty of the parents to send their girls to higher education. Parenting 

is very important role; ensuring higher education is way forward to ensure rights of women.  

Higher education ensures skills that are most necessary to lead a dignified life, and there cannot 

be a healthier, wealthier and more harmonious society without ensuring gender equality, Sr. Aruna 

said. 

Equality - a Concern for All Women 

Mrs. Padmaja, Principal of Gurukula Patasala, Amaravathi in her turn stressed the need for 

building a society that is gender sensitive. She quoted that Mother Teresa who lived in our times 

believed in equality. She quoted the famous verses of Mother Teresa that ‘there is only one God 

and He is God to all; therefore it is important that everyone is seen as equal before God’. Padmaja 

said that all human beings are equal before God and there is no need to fight who is great among 

us. She said that there are still families in our society where the gender inequality is being 

practiced. She asked the participants to respect girls and boys in the same way. Women down the 

history have been paying a pivotal role in building peace among the family members.  

Education to Women Builds Gender Sensitive Future 

Mrs. Indhira, Child Development Project Officer (CDPO), Guntur District in her speech said 

that while educating women it is not only the family but the entire society benefits. Women have 

the innate potential to develop and contribute to the society. If we want to eliminate systemic 

gender disparities it is a precondition that the girls must be educated. This requires better 

appreciation of the role of education as an instrument of women’s equality and empowerment. 
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Education is the single instrument for building a society that promotes a society that is gender 

sensitive, she asserted. 

Laws for Protecting Women 

Mrs. Dhanalakshmi, (A.O), Guntur District in her address said that women must become aware 

of the laws that protect women and girl children. It only when a person is aware what is available 

to him/her, one can make use of such facilities or schemes or provisions. Therefore it is the duty 

of all to get to know his/her rights and duties. She recalled a recent incident that took place on 27th 

November 2019 in Hyderabad where Ms. Disha, a 26 year old veterinarian was raped and 

murdered by a team of criminals. Disha was allegedly abducted by four men who offered to help 

her fix her bike’s flat tyre. The body of the woman was found burnt around 30 km away at an 

underpass near Shadnagar on the National Highroad 44. Inquiries revealed that the four planned 

the abduction by puncturing her bike’s tyre. The four accused were arrested amid widespread 

protests across the nation seeking justice for the victim. 

The Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly has recently passed the Andhra Pradesh Disha Bill, 

2019 (now, Andhra Pradesh Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2019). Disha is the name given to 

the veterinarian who was raped and murdered in Hyderabad on 27th November and sparked an 

outrage across country. Followed by the incident, the Andhra Pradesh Cabinet on 11th December 

2019 cleared the Disha Bill that proposed harsh punishment for crimes against women. The Act 

provides harsh punishments to those who did heinous crimes against women. The decision was 

taken to protect women and children in the state. Under the Act, those found guilty under the act 

will be tried under Section 354 of the Indian Penal Code. However, the punishment has been 

increased. Accused with proven charges of sexual attack on children will be imprisoned for 10 to 

14 years. The Act also includes strict actions against persons uploading degrading posts against 



5 
 

women on social media. In this case, the first-time offenders will be punished with 2 years of jail 

term and the second term offenders will be punished with four years of jail term. The Act proposes 

death sentence for heinous crimes against women Mrs. Dhanalakshmi said. This incident is enough 

for any girl or women to be alert and safeguard one from such dangers.   

Woman - The Goddess on Earth 

Mr. Ravindra Babu, Sub Inspector, Amaravathi in his speech said that one cannot dream of 

world without women. The most beautiful creation for which God himself took 6 days long and 

made the creation a perfect one with the creation of a woman. The women are ‘Goddesses on 

Earth’, said Ravindrababu. There is no denying the fact that women in India have made a 

considerable progress in the last seventy three years in the independent India. Women in India 

have served in various senior official positions in the Indian government, including that of the 

President of India, the Prime Minister of India, and the Speaker of the Lok Sabha. Women in India 

now participate fully in areas such as education, sports, politics, media, art and culture, service 

sectors, science and technology, etc. It is our duty to uphold their rights through our words and 

actions in our day to day life, said Ravindera Babu.  

Words cannot contain the contribution of Women in building the Society 

Fr. Joseph, Parish Priest of Amaravathi a close associate of our Sisters and Partners in the Good 

Shepherd Mission said the contribution of women in nurturing of children, building the family and 

the community cannot be explained in words. Women are embodiment of all virtues which are 

reflected positively in each person. Throughout history, the central role of women in society has 

ensured the stability, progress and long-term development of nations. Conventionally, work is 

defined as any activity undertaken in lieu of remuneration. The value of work is determined by the 

level of remuneration. Therefore, any work undertaken without remuneration is considered non-

valuable and non-work. On the other hand, any work done outside, such as office, factory, and 

field is considered more valuable than work done at home. The conclusion therefore is, men work 

outside, get remuneration so their work is valuable. Women work at home, get no remuneration, 

therefore their work is considered non-work having no or little value. This is the reality of women's 

work across the world. Fr. Joseph continued saying that the contribution of women to the family 

and society is not valued as most of their work is considered as household work which as women 

and the role given to them by society they are obliged to perform. He compared the contribution 

of women to an iceberg where you do not see what is underneath. It remains unseen, invisible and 

unrecognized and in conventional terms, yielding no economic benefits. Therefore, Fr. Joseph said 

that it is high time that the society becomes conscious of women’s contribution and equal respect 

given in all respects. 

Songs on Women Rights & Gender Peace: The Cultural Team headed by Mr. Srinivasu and 

Lakshman, Programme Coordinator at Good Shepherd Convent and the Staff Team sang songs 

related to gender equality and women rights. 

 

Conclusion & Reflection 



6 
 

There are several reasons to celebrate the International Women's Day 2020 with the theme of "I 

am Generation Equality; Realizing women's rights for an equal future”. This theme has 

connotation with World Conference on Women in Beijing, China in 1995. Twenty-five years ago, 

the world came together to envision what that might look like and the steps we would need to take 

as a global community to achieve gender equality. Not only is 2020 the 25th anniversary of the 

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, it is a pivotal year for other major milestones in 

fighting for equality. It is the 20th anniversary of the UN Security Council resolution 1325 on 

women, peace, and security. It states that women play an essential role in all efforts for the 

maintenance and promotion of peace and security around the world. Moreover, this year is the 

10th anniversary of UN Women’s establishment as well as a five-year milestone of working 

toward sustainable development goals. This 17-step roadmap outlines how the world can only be 

changed for the better if women are allowed to help solve the problems as well as benefit from 

them. After all, evidence has shown that gender equality contributes to economic growth as well 

as a healthier and better-educated society. So the theme is apt and it is very much theme that we 

all need to think and act upon for building a generation that respects the gender parity. 

It is a proven fact that an equal world is an enabled world. We are all aware that we alone are 

responsible for our own thoughts and actions. And only if we actively choose to challenge 

stereotypes, fight bias, broaden perceptions, improve situations and celebrate women's 

achievements, change can be possible. Therefore it is our responsibilities to work collectively 

create a gender equal world. It is time to reflect that gender equality is essential for economies and 

communities to thrive. A gender equal world can be healthier, wealthier and more harmonious. 

The race is on for the gender equal boardroom, a gender equal government, gender equal media 

coverage, gender equal workplaces, gender equal sports coverage, more gender equality in health 

and wealth. The theme of International Women’s Day 2020 calls us for taking action to respect 

and respond to women with a righteous spirit. Both men and women need to work on creating a 

world fit for all. We are all parts of a whole. Our individual actions, conversations, behaviours and 

mind-sets can have an impact on our larger society. Gender inequality is like corona virus; we 

need to be aware of the implications and need to collectively address the same. Together, we can 

make change happen. Collectively, we can each help to create a gender equal world.  

 


