Joint Inter-faith Statement on the Crisis in Myanmar

June 03, 2021

We, Faith-Based communities from around the world, declare our common commitment to stand with
the suffering people of Myanmar and call on the country’s military to stop the violence, respect the
sanctity of all human life, and work towards a just and lasting peace throughout the country based upon
the will of the people.

Since the events of February 01, 2021, we have viewed with deepening concern the mounting
humanitarian needs and spiraling disregard for human rights that, as always, impact most heavily our
most vulnerable sisters and brothers.

As Faith-Based humanitarian actors, we will not be silent while today in Myanmar:

e children, women, and men are killed and injured due to increasing violence

e food, water, shelter, and access to health care have become urgent needs

e civilians are reportedly used as human shields by security forces and sexual violence is
weaponised

e food insecurity and malnutrition expand exacerbating only further the socioeconomic damage
sustained by COVID-19

e tens of thousands of people are displaced from homes and forced to flee in search of protection
that is often denied at neighboring borders

e humanitarian assistance efforts are thwarted due to insecure areas and impassable roads

o houses of worship are targeted and destroyed while serving as refuge for the elderly and
children contrary to international conventions

e health care, education, and supply chains to name a few essential services are severely
disrupted

We add our voices to that of UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres as he calls on the country’s military
to respect the democratic aspirations of the people while appealing to the international community to
respond to the continuing humanitarian tragedy.

We join our prayers with those of Cardinal Archbishop Bo of Yangon when he says: “This needs to stop.
Peace is possible; peace is the only way. We make this urgent appeal as a group of faith leaders—not as
politicians. We are praying for Peace in this great land of Myanmar and hoping all of us can live as
brothers and sisters”.
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