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         Into the deep… 
 

OPENING REMARKS: 
This is a great day! And for so many reasons: the second Sunday of Easter, Mercy Sunday, the feast 
of St. Mary Euphrasia, and the installation of the new Congregational Leader and Congregational 
Leadership Team. There is really a strong relationship between the events today:  Christ is himself 
the source of life and love, as was Mary Euphrasia in all her missions and governance, and as will be 
the Congregational Leadership Team.  
 
We pray for all the intentions of Sr. Joan and the councilors, and we entrust to Christ the Good 
Shepherd all the projects that came out of the Chapter, especially all that will be done for the good 
of the people, among whom are women and young people in situations of vulnerability, suffering, 
and waiting for a better future.  
 
Let us begin our celebration in the presence of Christ, who welcomes us with his kind and merciful 
heart. 
 

 
HOMILY:  (Gospel John 20:19-31) 
I don't know if it's the same thing for you, but the more the years and the experience advance, the 
more I hear the word of God with always in the background the situation of the world, especially the 
cries of the poor. Sometimes these cries could even be louder than the voice of the Gospel. But we 
need this Word of life, and even more so the strength that the Word of God gives us. For where else 
could we find the strength to respond but in the Word of God. "To whom shall we go Lord, you have 
the words of eternal life,” that is, life in fullness.  
 
The Easter season is precisely the opportunity to renew our strength: we are together, we welcome 
by faith the presence of the Lord, and we ask him to gift us with his breath of life. This is what we 
want to transmit. When we say that we transmit the Gospel, it is not a doctrine or ideas, it is an 
experience of life. What we pass on is what we ourselves have experienced, like the apostles who did 
not pass on ideas but who put paralyzed people back on their feet, who gave life to the dead, who 
reintegrated excluded people into the human community, who created new relationships between 
groups that were unaware of each other or enemies.  In the same way, mercy, human and divine 
mercy, is not a concept, it is a vital experience: the gift of a love that gives life again. The whole Bible 
is a long story of mercy that culminates in Jesus, the mercy made flesh.   
 
We know that the experience of mercy was a decisive and essential factor in the life, the missions 
and foundations of John Eudes and Mary Euphrasia. The divine mercy which flows from the heart of 
Jesus and Mary is the key to understand their spirituality, so our spirituality. This key doesn’t change 
according to fashions or theological tendencies, it is our treasure, for our current missions.  
 



We need concepts and ideas but they are only a step in what we want to do. We can see that with 
Thomas, he didn’t understand; what the other disciples were saying did not correspond to what he 
could think. The experience of the encounter with the Risen One transformed him and made him an 
apostle who traversed the world, even to India according to tradition. It is the same process that 
continues from the beginning until now.  Also, we too use ideas and concepts, and this is necessary, 
but the greatest challenge is to move on to the living experience.   
 
An important remark: each of the apostles had a unique and personal experience of the meeting with 
the risen Christ. But in order to continue to witness, this will be done together. The Church is born 
from this common witness to put into practice the Easter experience. The apostles organize 
themselves to allow many others to experience Christ and his new breath of life. The love they 
proclaim, they also live it and already among themselves! The organization does not precede the 
Gospel, but the Church is born of the Gospel.  
  
In the same way for us, we choose to live the mission together, to witness to the love of God by living 
the love of God. There must be coherence between what we say and what we do, between what we 
believe and what we perform. This coherence must be verified often, and restored when it is lacking. 
And this coherence must also be found in the modes of governance and organization. I know that 
this is a great challenge for you.  
 
So let us be like the disciples, men and women, to welcome Christ. We do it by faith because faith is 
the way we know Jesus Christ. And we ask him to send his Spirit of love and peace. The world and its 
cries, cries of the earth and the poor, cries of war and trafficking, are waiting for apostles of fire, 
apostles with a giving heart, a merciful heart. There is so much consolation to bring to this world. In 
an exhortation to his missionaries, John Eudes insists on the beginnings of the Church, so modest, 
without means, and yet, men and women inhabited by the Breath of God, who were able to do much 
more than they were capable of.  
 
So, let us give ourselves again to Christ, like Thomas: “My Lord and my God”. Let us lean on Christ 
and on the community of Christ, to advance without fear on the paths of mission; as you said: “Drawn 
by Love, Passionate for Justice”. May the new breath of Christ come upon us, upon the new team and 
the whole congregation, upon the Church and upon this world. 


